
Good
Firewood
The key to cleaner burning

Enjoy the heat, not the smoke
To get maximum heat and minimum smoke you need to burn dry 
wood. Ideally you should get your firewood from a Good Wood 
supplier. If you gather and burn your own firewood, it’s important 
to minimise the smoke emissions from your fire. With dry wood you 
have less smoke and more heat. 

Tips for gathering and storing your wood
•	 Gather firewood at least six months before you need to burn it. 

This gives it plenty of time to dry.
•	 Hardwoods like gum, beech, manuka and macrocarpa take 

much longer to dry than softer wood like   pine, willow and 
poplar.

•	 Split wood dries faster. Split logs into pieces about 15cm thick 
before stacking.

•	 Make sure that wood is clean, and that dirt is brushed off before 
stacking.

•	 All pieces should be cut about 7cm shorter than your firebox.
•	 Stack wood off the ground on poles or pallets, preferably in 

a sunny place with the bark side down to allow moisture to 
evaporate. 

•	 Allow room in the stack for air to circulate.
•	 Cover the top of the stack with a tarpaulin or roof to keep rain out.

How to tell if your wood is dry enough
•	 Two dry pieces banged together sound hollow; wet pieces 

sound solid and dull.
•	 Dry wood is lighter.
•	 When you split a piece of wood the exposed surface should not 

feel damp.
•	 Dry wood burns easily. Wet wood is hard to light.



Good PracticeGuide forOperating WoodBurners
“Enjoy the Heat,not the Smoke”INTRODUCTIONRichmond has an air pollution problem. The level of small

particles (PM10) in the air during winter far exceeds
regulations for clean air. In Richmond more than 80 percent

of the small particles come from wood and coal burners.
The Council and Richmond residents must reduce the level

of PM10 in the air - the regulations require that the standards

for PM10 are met by 2013.
The Council does not want to ban the use of wood burners,

but for targets to be met, wood burners must be operated in

a way that  minimises smoke. It means that many people will

need to change the way they use their wood burners.
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GOOD PRACTICE GUIDEFOR OPERATING WOOD BURNERS

Basic steps torememberWhen lighting a fire, make sure you:• Use enough kindling.• Don't put too much firewood in at first.
• Stack wood loosely in the firebox so air can

circulate.
• Never use wet or green wood.
Once alight, make sure you:• Keep the fire burning brightly.• Keep the air control open for at least 30 minutes.

• Burn smaller logs rather than trying to burn a
single, large log.• If you add logs, open up the air control to high for
at least 20 - 30 minutes before turning down.

• Be careful not to block air supply to the base of
the fire with a badly positioned log.• Don't damp down the fire.• Don’t burn rubbish in the fire.

Using wood burnersMany Richmond homes burn wood as a source of heat and
enjoyment. It's economical, renewable and can heat your home

well, if used properly.
While the efficiency of wood burners will vary, open fires will
actually draw heat from your home and are very inefficient.
A wood burner or open fire that isn't being used properly can

produce excessive smoke which wastes energy, builds up
dangerous creosote and creates air pollution. Inefficient wood

burners and open fires can also be fire hazards.This guide offers plenty of information on how to safely
enjoy your wood burner, get the best heat out of your
firewood and decrease the smoke.

WHY KEEP THE AIR CLEAR?Smoke pollution affects everyone. It is harmful to the health of

wood burner users and the health of others in the community. The

effects depend on the extent of a person's exposure to smoke,

age and current state of health.
People who are more at risk are:• Babies and very young children.• Those suffering from existing cardiac or respiratory conditions,

such as asthma.
• Those with vascular complications from diabetes.• Frail, elderly people.

Excessive smoke from fires is unpleasant and detracts from

people’s wellbeing and happiness.

Tips on buying firewood
•	 Look in the phone book  for certified                    suppliers 

who will ensure you have dry wood.
•	 Soft woods (pine, willow and poplar) are cheaper to buy than 

hard woods (gum, beech, manuka and macrocarpa), because 
their energy content is lower.

Better burning tips
•	 Use dry, seasoned wood.
•	 Don’t overload the fire box.
•	 Keep the air flow high enough to allow the fire to burn brightly.
•	 If there is soot build-up on the glass door of your wood burner, 

you need to open the flue to let more air in so it burns hotter. 
This will  clear the glass of soot.

•	 Don’t stoke the fire and turn down the air flow overnight. (This 
is one of the worst things you can do – it makes lots of smoke 
and very little heat).

Things to check
•	 Clean the chimney at the start of winter.
•	 Remove ash build-up from the base of the fire.
•	 Check your chimney for smoke. If there’s still smoke 15 

minutes after adding wood, it isn’t burning properly.

Good
Wood

Did you know?
•	 You should not use your wood burner to 

dispose of rubbish.
•	 You should not burn plastic, treated 

timber, fibreboard, rubber, waste oils, 
glossy paper, asbestos products or 
radioactive materials. Burning these is 
prohibited under the Council Plan. They 
can also damage your wood burner or 
fire.

•	 A good practice guide for operating 
wood burners is available from 
Tasman District Council offices.


